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TIME TO ASSESS, TIME FOR PROGRESS

Although | am not an advocate for pupils constantly being tested for national
league tables or to show how good a school is by teaching to a test, but | do
understand the need for regular assessments to give us a benchmark of the
progress pupils are making.

This last week or so, pupils from Year 1 upwards have been undertaking some
assessments in English and Maths, that we as a school, as well as the Trust can use
to identify learning gaps and subsequently plug these aspects of the curriculum.
We have tried to keep them as low key as possible, whilst giving many of our
children an opportunity to work through these sort of assessments for the first time.

A focus for this term has been independent writing. Pupils are given many
opportunities to develop their writing whilst at school, but it is always a pleasure to
read their pieces, when we let their imagination flow. In Foxes class for example, the
pupils have been planning and writing a narrative based on the Short Oktopodi
story. The children chose a character and wrote it from their point of view but with a
small twist.
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| am sure you will agree that the quality of the planning , presentation and final
pieces is outstanding.

it has not been all assessments this week though, and to complement their
written work, Foxes class have also have been learning about different
architects, including Gaudi, focusing on his love of nature and tiled mosaics.




PTFA CHRISTMAS FETE

It is now just over a week until our PTFA Christmas Fete at the village hall. There
are lots of ways that you can still support with this event, from donating items
to running a stall or helping to set up /clear away.

We look forward to seeing many of you there on Saturday 29" November.
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PARENT WORKSHOPS/WORK PARTIES

| am incredibly keen to involve you as parents and your families in school life as
much as possible. As we continue to look to the future for the school now we
are part of the Wessex Learning Trust, | know staff are also keen to invite you to
workshops and activity sessions that are currently being planned. To be
effective sessions, | will be sending out a google form soon to invite you to
share the best times for these workshops to take place.

To ensure the school has the best learning spaces, | am also looking to find
some dates that you may be able to assist in a work party at the school,
whether that be cutting back vegetation, dismantling worn or damaged
equipment, or helping to brighten up the school grounds. Keep a look out for
possible dates in the near future as well.



CONGRATULATIONS!

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are...
Hedgehogs - Orla
Badgers - Georgie

Foxes - Reuben

Our ‘Values Ambassadors’
this week are...
Hedgehogs - Rosie
Badgers -Ray
Foxes -Austin

Attendance:
The class with the best
attendance this week was...
Badgers- 93.9

Our year to Date attendance
as a school is...
94.2%

CHRISTMAS
PERFORMANCES

After much discussion, | am pleased
to announce the dates for the

Christmas performances of
‘Christmas Around The World. The
two performances will be on

Wednesday 17" December and
Thursday 18" December, starting at
2pm on both days. We all look
forward to seeing you all there. Tickets
will be made available soon to book
your seat.




PUPILS ARRIVING LATE
TO SCHOOL

As a school, we have a duty of care to
you and your children to ensure they
attend school every day if possible.

We are noticing some children are
regularly arriving late to school. This can
not only affect your child's attendance
but also their attainment and ability to
learn. Being late also disrupts the rest of
the class’ learning.

If you need support from school to get
your child in on time, please do speak to
Mr Champs or a member of staff.

Every minute counts
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Lateness = lost learning
(Figures below are calculated over a schoal year)
5 minutes late each day 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
15 minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 minutes late each day 13 days lost!
30 minutes late each day 19 days lost!

Don't let your child miss

out!
What you can do:

Have a regular routine for the start of each day.
Help your child get their clothes and equipment ready
before they go to bed.

Set a reasonable bed time to make sure they get
enough sleep,

Get your child to school on time. If they are late
they have a bad start to the day.

If your child arrives late for class:

«  They miss out on important learning, which could ef-
fect their achievement.
They don't have the social time to settle into class
It can be embarrassing for them,
They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the
class.

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

As of September 2013, no school is
allowed to grant holiday requests
under new legislation.

Therefore, any request for term
time absence will need to be put in
writing, in advance, to the
Headteacher. Each case will be
considered individually and the
absence will only be authorised in
specific circumstances.

Schools are required to notify the
Local Authority of all unauthorised
absences and a penalty notice
may be given by the LA.

DID YOU KNOW that if a child is
taken away for a two week holiday
every year during term time and
has an average number of days
off for sickness and appointments,
then by the time they leave at
sixteen they will have missed a
year of school?

PARKING

| am very grateful to those parents
who choose to park away from the
school entrance and off the zig zag
yellow lines. We have , however, had
a recent issue with one of our
neighbours where a parent had
parked their car over a neighbour’s
driveway who needed to get out.
Please consider our neighbours
when parking. | have asked North
Somerset Council to send an
enforcement officer to the school at
pick-up times to talk to parents who
cannot  park  respectfully or
correctly.
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GUIDING
YOUNG
VOICES

Bullying continues to affect
far too many children, both
in and out of school - but
adults can play a crucial
role in helping young
people speak up and
support one another. This
week’s guide is packed with
practical  strategies to
foster confidence, kindness,
and connection in the face
of unkind behaviour.

With tips on nurturing
empathy, teaching allyship
and validating children’s
experiences, it’s a timely
reminder that empowering
young voices is key to
positive change.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Mrs Mann (DDSL), Miss
Speller (DDSL) and our School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.
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They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or
office@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000
Care Connect: 01275 888 808


mailto:office@cheddarfirstschool.co.uk

i,y vt
Viclence rmh v facebook. com) areativeoutburstsboom
Reduction \ Somersat boooyouthproject

-

Partnership (:Qm“




