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HAPPY TEACHING ASSISTANT
APPRECIATION DAY!

It has been another incredibly busy week here at school, and the last one as a Local
Authority school. as we convert to an academy and join the Wessex Learning Trust
next Wednesday 1** October.

None of the hard work or pupil achievements in school would be possible without
the support and dedication of our Teaching Assistants. Today is National Teaching
Assistant Appreciation Day, and | know as Headteacher, the school would not
continue to be an effective place of learning without my amazing and hardworking
team. Today is about raising awareness about the indispensable role TAs play in
supporting both students and teachers. We are very lucky to have the Teaching
Assistants that we do, and hopefully they have enjoyed their treats in the staff
room!




PTFA

Thank you to those parents who were able to join us for our PTFA meeting on
Thursday. | understand that not everyone was able to make the meeting who
wanted to, so | will continue to update everyone via the newsletter on PTFA
events.

As well as the Christmas fete, the PTFA will be holding a Halloween Disco on
Friday 17 October. More details will appear soon, but if you are able to help
with either setting up, music, or clearing up afterwards, please let the school
know.

More events are planned for the coming year, and | am pleased to say there is
to be more staff involvement and suggestions are already coming in for future
events.

The PTFA are also looking at how the funds raised can be spent, and
discussions are happening all the time about how the money can be used to
benefit all the children, from coach costs being paid for to hopefully a travelling
theatre company coming to perform!

CONGRATULATIONS! CHRISTMAS FETE

It is never too early to mention

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are... the 'C’ word, so please start

Hedgehogs - Otis thinking about donations for our

Badgers - Layla Christmas fete. This year we are

Foxes - Nathan holding it on a Saturday at the
village hall.

Our ‘Values Ambassadors’ this week

are... NSPCC ‘SPEAK
Hedgehogs - Reid

Badgers -Ellie OUT, STAY SAFE’

Foxes - Kalla-Rose For the first time in seven years, i

am delighted to say that the
school will be taking part in the
NSPCC ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe
campaign. Later this year, we will
be inviting their volunteers into
school to talk to the children, as
well as being involved in whole
school assemblies and
workshops to share the NSPCC’s
vital work.

Attendance:
The class with the best attendance
this week was...
Hedgehogs-100%!!!

Our year to Date attendance as a
school is...
93.6%



FOCUS ON BADGERS CLASS

This week, we look at what Badgers class have been learning during their time with
our new member of staff, Mr Maydew. From poetry about plastic to creating clay
sculptures, Badgers class is an exciting and busy place to be! To support the class
and each individual pupil’s learning, | am fortunate to teach the Year 2 children
every day for English and Maths. This allows these children to focus on their
phonics and end of Key Stage 1 learning, whilst Years 3 and 4 are able to gain new
knowledge in the core subjects through a sequenced mixed-age curriculum.

Which class will we be looking at next time?



AFTER SCHOOL
CLUBS

We try and offer as many extra-
curricular opportunities as we can,
whether that be lunchtime clubs or
those that run after school. As well as
gym club and craft club, which will be
on again very soon, we are delighted
to offer an after school multi sports
club on a Thursday. This club is run by
our external sports coach, and | know
the feedback from staff and pupils
about our new coach is excellent.

NURTURE SESSIONS

Our nurture sessions continue to be
both popular and effective for our
children. These sessions, run by Miss
Knight support pupils’ social and
emotional needs in a calm and
nurturing environment. Thanks to Miss
Knight, we are now able to hold these
sessions three times a week, allowing
children to build their confidence,
teamwork skills and resilience.




PUPILS ARRIVING LATE
TO SCHOOL

As a school, we have a duty of care to
you and your children to ensure they
attend school every day if possible.

We are noticing some children are
regularly arriving late to school. This can
not only affect your child’'s attendance
but also their attainment and ability to
learn. Being late also disrupts the rest of
the class’ learning.

If you need support from school to get
your child in on time, please do speak to
Mr Champs or a member of staff.

Every minute counts
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Lateness = lost learning
(Figures below are calculated over a schoal year)
5 minutes late each day 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
15 minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 minutes late each day 13 days lost!
30 minutes late each day 19 days lost!

Don't let your child miss

out!
What you can do:

Have a regular routine for the start of each day.
Help your child get their clothes and equipment ready
before they go to bed.

Set a reasonable bed time to make sure they get
enough sleep,

Get your child to school on time. If they are late
they have a bad start to the day.

If your child arrives late for class:

«  They miss out on important learning, which could ef-
fect their achievement.
They don't have the social time to settle into class
It can be embarrassing for them,
They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the
class.

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

As of September 2013, no school is
allowed to grant holiday requests
under new legislation.

Therefore, any request for term
time absence will need to be put in
writing, in advance, to the
Headteacher. Each case will be
considered individually and the
absence will only be authorised in
specific circumstances.

Schools are required to notify the
Local Authority of all unauthorised
absences and a penalty notice may
be given by the LA.

DID YOU KNOW that if a child is
taken away for a two week holiday
every year during term time and has
an average number of days off for
sickness and appointments, then by
the time they leave at sixteen they
will have missed a year of school?

PARKING

| am very grateful to those parents
who choose to park away from the
school entrance and off the zig zag
yellow lines. We have , however, had
a recent issue with one of our
neighbours where a parent had
parked their car over a neighbour’s
driveway who needed to get out.
Please consider our neighbours
when parking. | have asked North
Somerset Council to send an
enforcement officer to the school at
pick-up times to talk to parents who
cannot  park  respectfully or
correctly.



YOUTH
VIOLENCE

& Youth violence affects one in four children in the UK, but it doesn’t have to. When parents,
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children safe.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility to
say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody’s responsibility!

You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Mrs Mann (DDSL), Miss Speller
(DDSL) and our School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.
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They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or office@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk
As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 Care Connect: 01275
888 808
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November 2025

Tuesday 11" - 4:00pm -

5:30pm

Thursday 27" - 5:00pm - 6:30pm

2 WEBINAR
* SESSION

For Parents & Carers

Our gang and county lines parents’ session
consists of speakers with lived experience
within the criminal justice system to unpack and
explore the realities and consequences of
county lines, gang involvement, and serious
youth violence.

*. Perspectives from previous perpetrators and
*'. runners/ transporters, combined with relevant
case studies, aid audiences in gaining an
authentic and credible understanding of this
complex and cross cutting issue.

For more information and to
secure your place, please
email vip@n-somerset.gov.uk
specifying which date you
would like to attend.

St Giles

Turring a past into 3 futurg

Educationistgilestrust. org.uk

The session will help parents and carers to
identify the signs and triggers that a child or
young person might be involved in county
lines and gain an understanding of how to
appropriately respond to such indicators.

St Giles is a registared charity Mo 801355, 5t Giles Head Office, 64-68
Cambarwell Church 5t, London, 5E5 815, www.stgilestrust.org.uk © 5t
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