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IS IT PANTO SEASON? OH YES IT IS!

What a week it has been here at Kewstoke Primary! It’s not very often | can say that we
had a full-sized pantomime cow in school, or a magic beanstalk and a giant baby! On
Monday we welcomed M&M Theatrical Productions in to school to share their version
of Jack and the Beanstalk.” The afternoon was a great success, with lots of laughter,
jokes and even staff showing off their dance moves!

The chance to have a travelling theatre company in school was only possible because
of the amazing work done by our PTFA and the fundraising events they put on. It would
also not be possible without your donations at each of these events, whether it be
Treat Friday, discos or fetes.

| have already provisionally booked the company to come back in 2026, so please help

the pantomime next year.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

As part of a family of schools within the Wessex Learning Trust, Remembrance Day
is an occasion where all the schools can come together as one. | was fortunate
enough to be able to represent Kewstoke Primary along with Miss Stanbridge and
two pupils from year 6, Erika and Daniel.

During the event, each school read out the number of people from their parish
that died in the First World War, along with ten of the names. In Kewstoke and
Uphill, 402 men gave their lives, many more than the other schools within the
Trust. After reading the names, the children then laid a wreath on behalf of the
school.

Back at school, Mrs Fisher led the children and staff in a two minute silence to also
commemorate this occasion.

ODD SOCKS DAY

To start Anti-Bullying Week, the children were invited to wear odd socks for the
day on Monday. This is to celebrate individuality and difference, and there were
certainly a large number of odd socks in school on that day!
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PTFA CHRISTMAS FETE

It is now less than four weeks until our PTFA Christmas Fete at the village hall.
There are lots of ways that you can support with this event, from donating
items to running a stall or helping to set up /clear away.

We are having a non-uniform day on 20™ November, requesting chocolate for
the tombola stall, but if you are able to donate anything else, please do bring it
in to the school office.
We look forward to seeing many of you there on Saturday 29" November.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are...
Hedgehogs - Olly
Badgers - Max
Foxes - Phoenix

Our ‘Values Ambassadors’
this week are...
Hedgehogs - Isla
Badgers -Willow
Foxes -Feriha

Attendance:
The class with the best
attendance this week was...
Badgers- 96.6!

Our year to Date attendance
as a school is...
94.5%

CHRISTMAS
PERFORMANCES

After much discussion, | am pleased to
announce the dates for the Christmas
performances of ‘Christmas Around
The World. The two performances will
be on Wednesday 17" December and
Thursday 18" December, starting at
2pm on both days. We all look forward
to seeing you all there. Tickets will be




PUPILS ARRIVING LATE
TO SCHOOL

As a school, we have a duty of care to
you and your children to ensure they
attend school every day if possible.

We are noticing some children are
regularly arriving late to school. This can
not only affect your child's attendance
but also their attainment and ability to
learn. Being late also disrupts the rest of
the class’ learning.

If you need support from school to get
your child in on time, please do speak to
Mr Champs or a member of staff.

Every minute counts
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Lateness = lost learning
(Figures below are calculated over a schoal year)
5 minutes late each day 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
15 minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 minutes late each day 13 days lost!
30 minutes late each day 19 days lost!

Don't let your child miss

out!
What you can do:

Have a regular routine for the start of each day.
Help your child get their clothes and equipment ready
before they go to bed.

Set a reasonable bed time to make sure they get
enough sleep,

Get your child to school on time. If they are late
they have a bad start to the day.

If your child arrives late for class:

«  They miss out on important learning, which could ef-
fect their achievement.
They don't have the social time to settle into class
It can be embarrassing for them,
They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the
class.

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

As of September 2013, no school is
allowed to grant holiday requests
under new legislation.

Therefore, any request for term
time absence will need to be put in
writing, in advance, to the
Headteacher. Each case will be
considered individually and the
absence will only be authorised in
specific circumstances.

Schools are required to notify the
Local Authority of all unauthorised
absences and a penalty notice
may be given by the LA.

DID YOU KNOW that if a child is
taken away for a two week holiday
every year during term time and
has an average number of days
off for sickness and appointments,
then by the time they leave at
sixteen they will have missed a
year of school?

PARKING

| am very grateful to those parents
who choose to park away from the
school entrance and off the zig zag
yellow lines. We have , however, had
a recent issue with one of our
neighbours where a parent had
parked their car over a neighbour’s
driveway who needed to get out.
Please consider our neighbours
when parking. | have asked North
Somerset Council to send an
enforcement officer to the school at
pick-up times to talk to parents who
cannot  park  respectfully or
correctly.
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SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Mrs Mann (DDSL), Miss
Speller (DDSL) and our School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.

They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or
office@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

Care Connect: 01275 888 808
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Gwell

Free, safe and anonymous
mental health and wellbeing
support in North Somerset
for all parents & carers.

Whatever you're going through,
we're here to help
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Get support today
E qwell.io

SPRINGBOARD OPPORTUNITY GROUP

As a parent with a SEND child, the opportunities for young people to attend
specialist nurseries are very limited. | am very involved with the Springboard SEND
nurseries in Weston-Super-Mare and Clevedon, and most of their funding is raised
through charity donations. They are currently fundraising by completing 40 swims
throughout the winter season. so if you would like to help them, please donate via
the QR code.

Six of our most intrepid (or possibly a bit bonk team
members are taking to the icy waters through this winter.
All to raise money for Springboard.
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FORTY COLD WATER DIPS FOR

Between now and the beginning of March, they will each
take 40 chilly dips to mark our upcoming 40™ Anniversary
- in waters that could drop as low as 2 degrees!

Please send them encour by sp ing their efforts
s P R I NGB Aao@ via our Just Giving page. Follow the QR code to donate.

OPPORTUNITY GROUP

Help us raise crucial

funds so Springboard

B 1HY  can continue supporting

young children (0-5 yrs)

with Special Educational
Needs & Disabilities




