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COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

As we head into the last two weeks of term, preparations for Christmas are well
underway. Rehearsals for Christmas performances are being led by Mrs Le Guilcher,
songs and lines are being practised in classrooms, and Christmas jumpers are being
found for Christmas jumper day. The school is looking very festive thanks to the school
council who decorated our Christmas trees around the school. There is still plenty of
learning happening in classrooms, and other celebrations to be had, as you will see as
you read on!

CRACKERS THE CHRISTMAS ELF

This week has seen the arrival of our ‘Elf on the Shelf’ and it is quite clear that he is
definitely one of Santa’s cheekier elves! Apart from ‘borrowing’ some of my ties to
decorate the Christmas tree, and using the photocopier without permission, he has
certainly been keeping the children entertained on their arrival to school every day.
Keep an eye on Class Dojo to see what else he gets up to between now and the end
of term!



BUZZWIRE BUILDING IN FOXES

In DT, Foxes class have been planning, designing and making different electrical
circuits. They have then applied this knowledge to make their own buzz wire

games.

STUDENT TEACHERS

It is our mission to not only develop our
own staff and pupils, but those that are
in the process of becoming teachers
themselves. We currently have two
student teachers with us from UWE, Mr
Cruse and Miss Richards.

ROMANIA DAY

On Monday, Mrs Popescu and our
newest pupil who are both Romanian
celebrated National Romania Day by

wearing traditional costume and
sharing the reasons behind this
celebration.




PTFA CHRISTMAS FETE

Thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas fete last Saturday at the
village hall. It was a lovely atmosphere all afternoon, with lots of stalls, games
and opportunities to win. Although | did not manage to win the Thatchers cider
that | was hoping to take away with me, it was lovely to see so many winners of
the raffle.

A massive thank you needs to go to Julie Smee for organising the event and to
all the parents and helpers who gave up their time to set up the hall and tidy
away afterwards.

Thanks to all your efforts, an amazing £1005.80 was raised by the PTFA. This will
be put towards whole school events throughout the year, such as the travelling
theatre and trip to Bristol museum that the PTFA have fully funded.

WLT CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN

' As the newest school to join the Wessex
Learning Trust, we were privileged to be
invited to design the Trust Christmas
card this year. The winning design by
Primrose in Badgers class will be sent out
by the Trust this year and she will be
receiving a letter and gift from the CEOQO,
Mr Gavin Ball.

BRISTOL MUSEUM VISIT

On Wednesday next week, the whole school will be visiting Bristol museum and
Art gallery, which has been paid for by the PTFA, along with the coach. If you have
yet done so, please return your slips to give consent for your child to attend.



CONGRATULATIONS!

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are...
Hedgehogs - Rosie
Badgers - Jacob
Foxes - Daniel

Our 'Values Ambassadors'
this week are...
Hedgehogs - Thomas
Badgers - Georgie
Foxes - Tyler-James

Attendance:
The class with the best
attendance this week was...
Hedgehogs- 93.8%

Our year to Date attendance
as a school is...
93.7%

CHRISTMAS
PERFORMANCES

After much discussion, | am pleased
to announce the dates for the
Christmas performances of
‘Christmas Around The World. The
two performances will be on
Wednesday 17" December and
Thursday 18" December, starting at
2pm on both days. We all look
forward to seeing you all there. Tickets
can be booked via the school office.




PUPILS ARRIVING LATE
TO SCHOOL

As a school, we have a duty of care to
you and your children to ensure they
attend school every day if possible.

We are noticing some children are
regularly arriving late to school. This can
not only affect your child's attendance
but also their attainment and ability to
learn. Being late also disrupts the rest of
the class’ learning.

If you need support from school to get
your child in on time, please do speak to
Mr Champs or a member of staff.

Every minute counts
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Lateness = lost learning
(Figures below are calculated over a schoal year)
5 minutes late each day 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
15 minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 minutes late each day 13 days lost!
30 minutes late each day 19 days lost!

Don't let your child miss

out!
What you can do:

Have a regular routine for the start of each day.
Help your child get their clothes and equipment ready
before they go to bed.

Set a reasonable bed time to make sure they get
enough sleep,

Get your child to school on time. If they are late
they have a bad start to the day.

If your child arrives late for class:

«  They miss out on important learning, which could ef-
fect their achievement.
They don't have the social time to settle into class
It can be embarrassing for them,
They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the
class.

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

As of September 2013, no school is
allowed to grant holiday requests
under new legislation.

Therefore, any request for term
time absence will need to be put in
writing, in advance, to the
Headteacher. Each case will be
considered individually and the
absence will only be authorised in
specific circumstances.

Schools are required to notify the
Local Authority of all unauthorised
absences and a penalty notice
may be given by the LA.

DID YOU KNOW that if a child is
taken away for a two week holiday
every year during term time and
has an average number of days
off for sickness and appointments,
then by the time they leave at
sixteen they will have missed a
year of school?

PARKING

| am very grateful to those parents
who choose to park away from the
school entrance and off the zig zag
yellow lines. We have , however, had
a recent issue with one of our
neighbours where a parent had
parked their car over a neighbour’s
driveway who needed to get out.
Please consider our neighbours
when parking. | have asked North
Somerset Council to send an
enforcement officer to the school at
pick-up times to talk to parents who
cannot  park  respectfully or
correctly.



SCALPING

Scalping has long been a
frustration for fans hoping

wﬁ&*rm”::ﬁ»}: to bag concert tickets or
B e exclusive toys, but the
online world has

supercharged this

dishonest tactic. Scalpers
use bots to buy up stock in
seconds, then resell items
such as consoles or
collectibles at significant
mark-ups. For young
people, it can be
disappointing and harmful
to their wallets, wellbeing
gpEee and worldview.
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S 8 SEREEEERERE becomes more visible, and,
m worryingly, sometimes
glamourised online, it’s
important to talk to

children about fairness.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Mrs Mann (DDSL), Miss
Speller (DDSL) and our School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.

They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or
office@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

Care Connect: 01275 888 808
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