NEWSLETTER 13 - 12TH DECEMBER 2025

BRISTOL MUSEUM VISIT

This week saw the whole school have an enriching day at Bristol's museum and art
gallery. As well as learning about the wildlife that can be found across our region and
the world, the children visited the galleries housing geological and palaeontological
artefacts.

Foxes class also took part in a workshop linked to their learning in History about how
life changed between the Stone Age and Iron Age.

The trip was fully funded by the PTFA, including the coach and workshop. As always,
we are grateful to both the|r support and yours for maklng thIS tr|p p055|ble




CHRISTMAS POSTBOX AND END OF TERM
ACTIVITIES

As we head in to the final week of term, Christmas
activities and end of term preparations are well
underway. Thanks to one of our pupils, we have a
Christmas card post-box, so if your child wants to being
in cards for other sin school, please post them and the
Year 6 pupils will hand them out over the course of the
week.

As well as Christmas performances, there is Christmas
Lunch, Christmas jumper day and other activities to
keep the children entertained.

WESSEX PODCAST

| am excited to announce the launch of the
official Wessex Learning Trust podcast, The
Only Way is Wessex. The first episode is now
available on Spotify and Apple Music.
Discover how we support your child’s learning
journey and educational development. This is
a great opportunity for families to find out
more about the ways Wessex Learning Trust
helps every learner thrive.

' The Only Way =
is Wessex

_KEEP KEWSTOKE TIDY

This week | met with the Kewstoke
¢ Village Orderly, Nick Ford, about how as
| a school we can support the ‘Keep
0 Kewstoke Tidy’ campaign. As well as
= coming into assembly, Nick has asked
! the children to design some posters
that will be hopefully made into signs
8 that will be placed around the village.

' 4 He has been very impressed with how
% clean the roads and paths near the

school are, and is looking forward to

working with the children in the future.



https://open.spotify.com/episode/3PtPsAo5w0nOI9ZGBDFWWn?si=7TaLIkCzRWi5nDvpo66Esg
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-only-way-is-wessex/id1847345509

CONGRATULATIONS!

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are...
Hedgehogs - Joy
Badgers - Josie
Foxes - Elodie

Our ‘Values Ambassadors’
this week are...
Hedgehogs - Keniji
Badgers - Arthur
Foxes - Reuben

Attendance:
The class with the best
attendance this week was...
Hedgehogs- 96.2%

Our year to Date attendance
as a school is...
93.5%

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES

It is not long now until the Christmas performances of ‘Christmas Around The
World. The two performances are next week on Wednesday 17" December and
Thursday 18" December, starting at 2pm on both days. We all look forward to
seeing you all there. If you haven't yet reserved your seats, please contact Miss
Taylor in the office soon.




SAFER INTERNET DAY POSTER COMPETITION

WESSEX LEAR_NIN_G TRUST
POSTER DESIGN COMPETITION
Poster theme about - Exploring the safe and
responsible use of Al

COMPETITION RULES: Q

1.The design should . =
promote Safer Internet @
Day on February 10"
2026

2.Poster size - A4 Portrait

3.Posters must be
submitted to your school
by Monday 19" January

4.Winning posters will be

shared across all Wessex
Learning Trust Schools

y ! On the back of your poster,
3 4 we need your:
2 e First NAME only

AGE

Wassex Name of SCHOOL

Learning Trust




PUPILS ARRIVING LATE
TO SCHOOL

As a school, we have a duty of care to
you and your children to ensure they
attend school every day if possible.

We are noticing some children are
regularly arriving late to school. This can
not only affect your child's attendance
but also their attainment and ability to
learn. Being late also disrupts the rest of
the class’ learning.

If you need support from school to get
your child in on time, please do speak to
Mr Champs or a member of staff.

Every minute counts

@ -V

Lateness = lost learning
(Figures below are calculated over a schoal year)
5 minutes late each day 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
15 minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 minutes late each day 13 days lost!
30 minutes late each day 19 days lost!

Don't let your child miss

out!
What you can do:

Have a regular routine for the start of each day.
Help your child get their clothes and equipment ready
before they go to bed.

Set a reasonable bed time to make sure they get
enough sleep,

Get your child to school on time. If they are late
they have a bad start to the day.

If your child arrives late for class:

«  They miss out on important learning, which could ef-
fect their achievement.
They don't have the social time to settle into class
It can be embarrassing for them,
They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the
class.

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

As of September 2013, no school is
allowed to grant holiday requests
under new legislation.

Therefore, any request for term
time absence will need to be put in
writing, in advance, to the
Headteacher. Each case will be
considered individually and the
absence will only be authorised in
specific circumstances.

Schools are required to notify the
Local Authority of all unauthorised
absences and a penalty notice
may be given by the LA.

DID YOU KNOW that if a child is
taken away for a two week holiday
every year during term time and
has an average number of days
off for sickness and appointments,
then by the time they leave at
sixteen they will have missed a
year of school?

PARKING

| am very grateful to those parents
who choose to park away from the
school entrance and off the zig zag
yellow lines. We have , however, had
a recent issue with one of our
neighbours where a parent had
parked their car over a neighbour’s
driveway who needed to get out.
Please consider our neighbours
when parking. | have asked North
Somerset Council to send an
enforcement officer to the school at
pick-up times to talk to parents who
cannot  park  respectfully or
correctly.



16 T‘;P Tipsifor,Parentsiand Eduéatérs - SAFETY OVE R
SAFETY OVER THE FESTIVE SEASO THE FESTIVE

The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique safety
challenges for children, families and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling and family gatherings to

managing digital activity during school breaks, staying safe during this period requires heightened awareness. This

quide offers practical tips to help families and educators maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period. 5 > 4
; MONITORDIGITAL g > ‘ STAY VIGILANT s
ACTIVITY < °

ON THE ROAD

The holiday season is a time
for celebration, relaxation

DECORATIONS. and spending well-earned
B e o I 5 =T i time with loved ones. While
e this period will hopefully be
‘ calm, it’s important that
T T 7 FO & parents and educators

SAFETY PLANS 0
acknowledge there are still

e e J things we can do to make

s ) these weeks as safe as

possible for the young

people in our care.

S Of  course, it's  not
immediately obvious what

can or should be done to

stay safe over the festive

Natondi season. This guide offers
olleg i

expert advice on the steps
X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege (©) @wake.upwednesday J* @wakeupweds you can take to enj Oy a less

Users of this guide do so at thoir ewn discrotion. No liability is onterodinto. Current as of the dato of releaso: 1112.2024

fraught winter break.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Mrs Mann (DDSL), Miss
Speller (DDSL) and our School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.

They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or
office@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

Care Connect: 01275 888 808



mailto:office@cheddarfirstschool.co.uk







