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HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

ATTENDANCE/LATE ARRIVALS

As a village school, it is vital that we are both part of and at the heart of the local
community that we serve. Since joining Kewstoke, I have made it my mission to be
involved as much with the local community as I can. The school has forged links
with local businesses, the parish council and the church. 
As this year continues, we will continue to look at opportunities to involve the local
community in our learning and invite them into our school. Only today, we
welcomed Nick Ford the Kewstoke village orderly into school, to talk about his role in
keeping the village clean and tidy. He showed us the litter he had collected this
morning, and discussed how as a school we can help keep the village looking its
best!

I would like to remind parents of the importance of  school attendance and being on
time to school every day. Every minute counts for your child and their attainment.
Although I have been lenient towards parents in the past, the significant increase in
lateness is an issue that cannot be ignored. North Somerset Council will issue penalty
notices not only for term time holidays, but also for irregular attendance. Please
ensure your child is in school by 9am, to support their learning and their future. 



MR  GAVIN BALL, CEO  WESSEX
LEARNING TRUST

It is with sadness, that I am announcing today the retirement of Mr Gavin Ball, the
CEO of the Wessex Learning trust. 



PUPILS ARRIVING LATE
TO SCHOOL

As a school, we have a duty of care to
you and your children to ensure they
attend school every day if possible. 

We are noticing some children are
regularly arriving late to school. This can
not only affect your child’s attendance
but also their attainment and ability to
learn. Being late also disrupts the rest of
the class’ learning.

If you need support from school to get
your child in on time, please do speak to
Mr Champs or a member of staff. 

I am very grateful to those parents
who choose to park away from the
school entrance and off the zig zag
yellow lines. We have , however, had
a recent issue with one of our
neighbours where a parent had
parked their car over a neighbour’s
driveway who needed to get out. 
Please consider our neighbours
when parking. I have asked North
Somerset Council to send an
enforcement officer to the school at
pick-up times to talk to parents who
cannot park respectfully or
correctly. 

PARKING 

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

As of September 2013, no school is
allowed to grant holiday requests
under new legislation. 
Therefore, any request for term
time absence will need to be put in
writing, in advance, to the
Headteacher. Each case will be
considered individually and the
absence will only be authorised in
specific circumstances. 
Schools are required to notify the
Local Authority of all unauthorised
absences and a penalty notice
may be given by the LA. 
DID YOU KNOW that if a child is
taken away for a two week holiday
every year during term time and
has an average number of days
off for sickness and appointments,
then by the time they leave at
sixteen they will have missed a
year of school?



29  Januaryth

Foxes Class Assembly

5  Februaryth

Badgers Class Assembly

6th February
Hedgehogs beach morning

12  Februaryth

Hedgehogs Class Assembly

12th February
PTFA Valentines Crafts Event

13  Februaryth

INSET DAY (School closed)

14  February - 22  Februaryth nd

Half term Holiday

KEY DATESCONGRATULATIONS!

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are...
Hedgehogs - Kenji

Badgers - Josie
Foxes - Kaila-Rose

Our ‘Values Ambassadors’
this week are...

Hedgehogs - Junior
Badgers - Akyedea

Foxes - Austin

Attendance:
The classes with the best

attendance this week was...
Hedgehogs - 96.2%

Our year to Date attendance
as a school is...

94.1%

WESSEX PODCAST
In this latest episode of The Only Way Is
Wessex, we shine a spotlight on Kings Fitness
& Leisure, the fitness hub at the heart of
Cheddar.
We explore what Kings Fitness & Leisure has to
offer, the values they stand for, and how their
work goes far beyond fitness. From supporting
wellbeing to strengthening community links,
this episode highlights how their partnership
is making a real difference to our school and
the wider Wessex Learning Trust family.

PTFA
The PTFA have a Number of exciting events lined up for this year, with the next
event being a Valentines craft afternoon. Please see the poster below for more
information. 





SAFEGUARDING
If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Mrs Mann (DDSL), Miss
Speller (DDSL) and our School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen. 

They can be contacted  on 01934 623430 or
office@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk  
As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000                                                                   
Care Connect: 01275 888 808 

Children and young
people are increasingly
turning to social media for
mental health advice, but
much of what they
encounter online is
unverified, oversimplified
or misleading. This guide
explores why platforms like
TikTok and Instagram have
become go-to sources,
and how misuse of clinical
language and viral trends
can distort children and
young people’s
understanding of mental
health. 
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