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WELCOME BACK!

| cannot believe we have been back in school for two weeks already! We have had
so many visitors, new families and pupils join us at the start of this year, and the
diary is filling up with lots of exciting learning opportunities and visits to the school.
You will have seen a lot of work going on with the school grounds, and | can share
more on that below. In this first newsletter of the new academic year, there are
updates to share, new staff to welcome and awards to celebrate already!

May | take this opportunity to welcome everyone back, old and new to Kewstoke,
and | look forward to sharing more exciting developments with you in the coming
weeks.

A NEW LOOK FOR AN OLD SCHOOL

Since 1906 when Kewstoke Primary School was founded, there have been many
changes to staff, pupils and the buildings that make the school special. Wessex
Learning Trust have kindly paid for all of our front fencing to be replaced, making the
school not only safer and more secure, but also a lighter and what feels like a larger
playground! They have now agreed to re-deck the top area of the school which will give
us more outdoor classroom space and more opportuntiies to enjoy the beautiful views
from our school. More photos to come when it is all finished!




NEW CEO

| was fortunate enough this week to
meet the Wessex Learning Trust new
CEO, Mrs Jayne Keller. She has a
wealth of SEND experience, as well as
being a current Ofsted inspector, and
is looking forward to supporting us in
the coming months.

Wessex
Learning
Trust

MODESHIFT STARS
TRAVEL AWARD

Big News! We are a Modeshift STARS
LEVEL School once again!

This national award recognises our
efforts to get more children walking,
cycling and scooting to school -
making our school streets safer, our
air cleaner, and our pupils healthier.
Thank you to everyone in our school
community who made this possible!
Let's keep the momentum going this
year. Celebration photos coming
soon!

NEW LEARNING

With the start of a new year, sees a
development in our curriculum
across the school. As a school, we
have started to use Curriculum
Maestro as the basis for our yearly
planning of lessons, having already
set out the next three years of topics.
We will be following an enquiry
curriculum, asking big questions and
completing projects based on these.

SUMMER READING

CHALLENGE

Congratulations to all those pupils
who took part in the Summer Reading
Challenge. It was a pleasure to see so
many children stand up in assembly,
and | hope this year, the love of
reading will be evident across the
school with our renewed focus on
comprehension and reading fluency.




INTERNATIONAL DOT
DAY

Today the whole school clelebrated
International Dot Day! First launched on
September 15, 2009, by teacher Terry Shay
and his classroom, the inspiration ceomes
from the award-winning children’s book ‘The
Dot’ by Peter H. Reynolds. It tells the story of a
doubting student named Vashti who is
encouraged by her teacher to 'make her
mark” by starting with a single small dot on
paper.

From wearing dotty clothes, to drawing dots,
making marks and being as creative as
possible, the pupils enjoyed the opportunity
to start with a dot and see where their
imagination took them!

MRS ALDER

| would like to welcome Mrs Alder
to the staff team this year. She
has lots of experience working
with children and knows the
school very well as a current
parent.

PARKING

Can | please remind all parents
to be considerate when parking
their cars for drop off and pick
up. Our neighbours are generally
understanding, and know that it
may only be for a short time, but
please ensure you park safely
and repsectfully.

PARENT TOURS

| am always very happy to show our school
off to prospective parents. | am available
most afternoons for a school tour, and am
already showing around families for
Reception 2027. If you know of someone
who is looking for a school place in any
year group, please share our contact
details with them.



ATTENDANCE

At Kewstoke Primary, we believe that excellent attendance and punctuality
are vital for every child’s academic success and personal development.
Every school day matters — even short absences disrupt learning and
progress. Parents are legally responsible for ensuring their child attends
school daily. Unauthorised absences may lead to legal action.

All students have a minimum attendance target of 96%+ and we would like
to congratulate all parents who do ensure their children get to school each
day and on time. We now need to work together to excel even further by
exceeding our target of 96%, particularly as in a small school like Kewstoke,
one pupil missing one day can change our attendance results significantly.

Be an This Week:
k squirrels [ Hedgehogs - 94.5%
Atten dance Badgers [ Foxes — 91.8%
| . This academic year:

squirrels [ Hedgehogs - 97.2%
Badgers [ Foxes — 95.9%
Whole School - 96.6%

CONGRATULATIONS!

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are...
Squirrels - Florence H
Hedgehogs - Rosemary
Badgers - Teddy
Foxes - Tyler-James

Our ‘Values Ambassadors’ this
week are...

Squirrels - Amelie F
Hedgehogs - Thomas
Badgers - Georgie
Foxes - Aria

New House Captains:
Corey, Kaila-Rose, Tyler-James
and Elodie
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| Behind  alll video-sharing
i platforms and streaming TV
BT Y WSS shows and movies, gaming
¢ i B is the third most popular
§ online activity for children in
the UK. In fact, according to
recent data from Ofcom,
" 89% of children aged 3 to 17
play video games. Of those,
more than one in five (22%)
EMOTIONS | ¥ talk to other players online
who they don’t know outside
the game. The risk of
contact from strangers is
one of the reasons that
parents are  concerned
about their child’'s gaming:
increased  screen  time,
inappropriate content and
in~-game  spending also
figure among the most
frequent fears.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody'’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Miss Speller (DDSL) and our
School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.

HWakeUpWednesday
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They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or at our dedicated safeguarding
email address, safeguarding@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

Care Connect: 01275 888 808
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