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NEW SPACE TO LEARN!

| cannot believe we are already in October! The days are definitely getting shorter
and more jumpers and cardigans are being worn, but this time of year brings
seasonal changes for us to enjoy. From Harvest festivals to preparations starting for
the ‘C" word soon, it is as always, a busy time for pupils and staff.

| am delighted however, to be able to share photographs of our newly refurbished
outdoor spaces, that will be being used very soon and all year round. We now have
a newly decked outdoor classroom space, with amazing views over to Sand Bay,
that will be used as a learning space and quiet area when needed. The highest part
of the school site has also been resurfaced and new decking laid, along with a new
handrail to support access. There are several options for this space and these will
be discussed with pupils to ensure they have a voice in these important decisions. |
look forward to showing the new spaces to both current and future parents in the
coming weeks.




WESSEX 1** ANNIVERSARY

Exactly one year ago yesterday, Kewstoke Primary School became the twenty-
third school to join the Wessex Learning Trust. In the past year there have been
many positive changes, some very evident such as the new fencing, school
logo and Wessex banner. Many changes have been more subtle, but have
made a big difference to the safety, education and outcomes of our pupils.
Although as headteacher, my role has not changed significantly regarding the
day-to-day operational running of the school, | now have the support of the
Wessex Central Team when addressing more strategic outcomes for the
school and its future. It was therefore a pleasure to show the new CEO, Jayne
Keller, around the school last week, to share the amazing learning happening in
classrooms, as well as being able to discuss our current challenges and how
the Trust can support us.

BUDDY'S BIG WESSEX ADVENTURE

Although we did not have a celebration assembly this week, there was a very
good reason for this. Today we were joined by Buddy the Bat from King's Fitness
and Leisure, as our school has been selected for this month’'s Buddy’s Big
Wessex Adventure!

For the whole of October, pupils at Kewstoke Primary School will be able to
enjoy FREE swimming at Kings Fitness & Leisure during general, family fun, and
inflatable sessions, as well as 50% off for one accompanying parent or carer
using our exclusive Buddy rate, and a FREE Junior Activity Pass with every
booking, giving children the opportunity to explore more of the junior activities
available at Kings Fitness & Leisure.
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PTFA MEETING

Our Parent, Teacher and Friends
Association (PTFA) is a vital part of
our school community, and helps
raise much needed funds for school
projects and whole school trips
throughout the year. The PTFA are
looking for new members and would
like to invite anyone interested in
becoming a part of the PTFA to a
meeting next Tuesday 6" October at
3:30pm.
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Our PTFA (Parent, Teacher & Friends Association)
helps to raise funds, organise events and support
our school community, We're looking for enthusiastic
and committed people to join our team!
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NATIONAL POETRY
DAY 2026

Yesterday, ' October, was National
Poetry Day. In Foxes nest, we listened
to some of the UK's young poet
laureates share their own poems
before creating haikus, based on
places they feel happy or that are
local to us in Kewstoke.
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MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT TEAM IN SCHOOL

Mental health and wellbeing is such an important topic within schools, and |
am proud that not only do we have mental health first aiders that can support
our staff and pupils, but we also have the expertise of the Avon and Wiltshire
Mental Health Team as well.

This week, they undertook a ‘Managing Emotions’ workshop with both Badgers
and Foxes nests, and they will be returning on Monday 12" October to complete
an ‘Understanding Emotions’ workshop with Hedgehogs nest. Following this at
2pm, there will be a parent coffee drop-in session to talk to the practitioner.
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Tools to thrive

STAY AND PLAY ATTENDANCE
SESSION This Week:

Please share with your friends Squirrels / Hedgehogs - 89.4%
and family who have children Badgers [ Foxes - 91.6%

looking for an EYFS place. . .
-. This academic year:

Squirrels [ Hedgehogs — 95.7%
Badgers [ Foxes — 95.6%
Whole School — 95.7%

KEWSTOKE
STAY & PLAY

PARKING

Can | please remind all parents
to be considerate when parking
their cars for drop off and pick
up. Our neighbours are generally
understanding, and know that it
may only be for a short time, but
please ensure you park safely
and repsectfully.




LOOKSMAXXING

Looksmaxxing encourages people,
! Vi- _ particularly young men, to
G et ek ety improve their appearance’
g SRR through everything from
ecommes 9 grooming, skincare and exercise
to far more  questionable
techniques. the guide explores
how appearance-focused
content can affect boys’
confidence, self-worth and body
image, while exposing them to
misleading or potentially
dangerous advice.
The guide also examines how
looksmaxxing content can
become increasingly extreme,
with links to obsessive behaviours,
mental health difficulties and
harmful online communities. It
offers practical advice for parents
and educators on  spotting
changes in behaviour, recognising

igh usually aimed at men, Iooks
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SAFEGUARDING

If you have a concern about any child in our school, then it is your responsibility
to say something to us. Remember, ‘Safeguarding’ is everybody'’s responsibility!
You can speak to any member of staff in school. We also have a team of
designated safeguarding leads - Mr Champs (DSL), Miss Speller (DDSL) and our
School Safeguarding governor, Mrs Phippen.
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They can be contacted on 01934 623430 or at our dedicated safeguarding
email address, safeguarding@kewstokeprimaryschool.co.uk

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:-

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

Care Connect: 01275 888 808
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